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Fourth  Nine Weeks 

Roaring Twenties & The Great Depression (Duration 4  – 6 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Multiple factors lead to the Great Depression; 1920s 
2.  Dustbowl contributed to make the economic situation worse; 1930s 
3. War stimulates the economy; 1939-1941 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. Sequence the chain of events that lead to the great depression.  
2. What evidence can you list for the great depression effects of the standard of living on the people before, during and after the great 

depression? 
3. What evidence can you list that shows war can stimulate a struggling economy? 

Vocabulary • Recession  
• Great Depression 
• Herbert Hoover 
• Buying on margin 
• Emergency Banking Relief Act 
• New Deal 
• WPA 
• SEC 
• Social Security 
• Franklin D. Roosevelt 
• Fireside chats 
• Buying on margin 
• Dustbowl 
• Black Tuesday  
• Shantytowns  

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 
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S1 C8 PO1 
(PS) Identify economic policies and factors (e.g., unequal distribution of income, 
weaknesses in the farm sector, buying on margin, stock market crash) that led to the 
Great Depression.  

 

S1 C8 PO2 
(PS) Determine the impact of natural and manmade crises (e.g., unemployment, food 
lines, the Dust Bowl and the western migration of Midwest farmers) of the Great 
Depression.  

 

S1 C8 PO5 
(PS) Describe the impact of World War II on economic recovery from the Great 
Depression. 

 

S1 C8 PO3 

(PS) Describe how the following New Deal programs affected the American people: 

 a. works programs (e.g., WPA, CCC, TVA) 

 b. farm subsidies 

c. Social Security 

 

S4 C5 PO2 
(PS) Describe the consequences of natural hazards (e.g., Dust Bowl hurricanes, droughts, 
earthquakes). 

 

S5 C2 PO10 
(PS) Describe the government’s role in economic recovery for the individual (e.g., farm 
subsidy, securities, Social Security, exchange regulations). 

 

S5 C3 PO3 
(PS) Analyze the government’s role (e.g., FDIC, Securities and Exchange Commission) in 
national economic recovery. 

 

S1 C8 PO4 (SS) Describe how Pearl Harbor led to United States involvement in World War II.  

S5 C3 PO1 
(SS) Describe the effects of inflation (e.g., higher prices, rising interest rates, less business 
activity) on society. 

 

S5 C3 PO2 (SS) Analyze the effects (e.g., inflation, unemployment) of the Great Depression.  
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S5 C3 PO4 
(SS) Describe how scarcity influences the choices (e.g., war time rationing, women in the 
work force, reallocation of resources) made by governments and businesses. 

 

S5 C4 PO1 (SS) Explain how voluntary exchange benefits buyers and sellers.  

S5 C4 PO2 
(SS) Identify the patterns of economic interaction (e.g., national debt, balance of trade) 
between countries. 

 

S5 C5 PO1 (SS) Describe how scarcity influenced the historical times studied.  

S5 C5 PO2 
(SS) Describe how scarcity influences personal financial choices (e.g., buying on-margin, 
budgeting, saving, investing, credit). 

 

S5 C5 PO3 
(SS) Describe how income for most people is determined by the value of the goods and 
services they sell. 

 

S5 C5 PO4 (SS) Describe types of personal investments (e.g., saving accounts, stocks, bonds).  
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Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

7 R 9 

Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the 
same topic. 

Examples: 

• Students read a primary source document on the World 
War II Japanese Internment from the National Archives 
website http://www.archives.gov/ (search Japanese 
Internment) and a secondary source book such as the 
nonfiction Japanese-American Internment in American 
History by David Freeman or historical fiction piece, 
Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata. Students note the 
similarities and differences between the two pieces. 
SS08-S1C8-05 

• Students examine reasons people emigrated from their 
homelands to settle in the US during the late 19th century 
with a secondary source such as a news article. They also 
examine primary source historical images and personal 
accounts (photographs, video and audio) found on the 
Library of Congress website at www.loc.gov (American 
Memory). Similarities and difference between the two 
sources are identified. 

SS07-S1C7-01 

 

7 R 10 

By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

Explanation: 

This standard requires students to read and comprehend 
history/social science text at the appropriate grade level. 

 

http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
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7 W 9 

Draw evidence from informational texts 
to support analysis reflection, and 
research. 

As students write analyses, reflections and research, they will 
use evidence from informational texts (e.g., statistics, 
anecdotes, eye witness accounts, diaries) as support. 

Examples: 

• Students research the chronology of a Civil War battle 
(i.e., Bull Run, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg) using eye 
witness accounts. 
SS07-S1C6-02 

• Students analyze the impact of recent election results on 
their community. Evidence to support their analyses can 
come from newspapers or the Secretary of State’s 
election results website. 

SS06-S3C4-03; SS07-S3C4-03; SS08-S3C4-03 

 

7 W 10 

Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The standard asks students to be given multiple opportunities 
to write about a wide range of social studies topics of varying 
lengths (e.g., one paragraph responses, multiple paragraph 
essays, research projects).  

 

Examples: 

• Students write bell work as an opening activity or 
reflective journaling as a concluding activity on any topic 
in a social studies class. 
Students write a research paper about a relevant topic 
over an extended time period. 
SS06&07&08-S1C1-04; SS06&07&08-S2C1-04 
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7 W 9 

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several 
sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

This standard requires students to answer questions through 
research, including those they create themselves, to solve a 
problem. They will use and combine information from 
multiple sources to construct their answer(s). 

Examples: 

• Following the study of the European Enlightenment, 
students formulate a question related to a topic such as 
Scientific Revolution or religious freedom.  Research is 
conducted using a variety of print and non-print sources.   
SS06-S2C5-01 

• Following the study of important judicial decisions such 
as Dred Scott, Plessy v. Ferguson, or the Scopes Trial, 
students formulate a question related to the historical 
significance of the decision. Research is conducted using 
a variety of print and non-print sources. 

SS07-S3C3-01 

 

7 W 10 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

Students gather relevant information from a variety of 
credible sources (e.g., encyclopedias, Internet websites, 
experts, journal or magazine articles, textbooks). Students will 
then use quotations correctly and/or paraphrase information 
to avoid plagiarism. Citations will be in a standard recognized 
format, i.e., MLA, in both the text and the bibliography.  

Example:   

• Following a class discussion about current political events 
students, in an explanatory/informative piece, trace how 
events in the late 20th century continue to affect us. 
Students explore the topic by reading various sources. 
Their writing includes quotations and correctly 
paraphrases sources. Citations will be in MLA format.   

SS06-S1C10-03; SS06-S2C9-02; SS07-S1C10-03; SS07-S2C9-03; 
SS08-S2C9-03; SS08-S1C10-10 
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